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Abstract: This report contributes to the special cross-linguistic study on ‘Information structure and nominal
predicate sentences’ (Journal of the Institute of Language Research 21, 2016, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies).
The purpose of this paper is to offer the Sinhala data for the question of 20 phrases.
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T UNTREORMERER ST B W TIEERRIRED do DNURFEZITER L R DHICAHT BNRD. Zhusxt
L CRERIRISER SUC BV TUEEERIRED do M EERFEIIC D <. BRI 2B 2 ICB W CER L2 D H
IX=yi ° tamayi 7o FOESBFICE REND Z LD D, BMIRECHE SBEI A SCRUAMC BN D 5 S
I OB OEEFIL -6 TROLIESE (FrRXL EINIRIVNERDH 5.

81 ROHV=RRED? /WRHY =L THVYUDRREAE., BIZEEROEEVICBLL
5 THREANTONTOREET)
Wait, Gayani came? / No, not Gayani, but Gayan.
DOBB Do 7/ 0 HBB eHEOE ©wIsT godo.
gayani  a:wa=da?/ nehe  gayani nemeyi gaya:n awa
Gayani come.pST=Q NEG Gayani NEG Gayan  come.PST
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8-2 HENEI-D? /KW Y=h ki L.
Who came? / Gayani (did).
DY §0ed? | WA godo.
kawu=da a:we?/ gayani a:wa
who=Q come.pST.E  Gayani come.PST

D¢ 00?7 | ®wB goed.
kawu=do a:we?/ gayani a:we
who=Q come.pST.E  Gayani COMe.PST.FOC

83 HY=DIEINKIVALRRND? / NRHTY =L THYDIFIDBREVATZL.
Isn’t Gayani taller? / No, not Gayani, but Gayan.

BB 0008 cw®?/ 5 ®WH DB HwIsT HOL Ce®.

gayani neweyi=do  uso=mo?/ ne: gayani neweyi gaya:n tamayi uso=mo

Gayani NEG=Q tall=EMPH NEG Gayani NEG Gayan FOC tall=EMPH

PBB 0008 cw®? B KB e»YeDB VwWIRB Cw®.
gayani neweyi=do  uso=mo?/ ne: gayani  neweyi gaya:n=uyi uso=mo
Gayani NEG=Q tall=EMPH NEG Gayani NEG Gayan=FocC tall=EMPH

HEDOBFILD X D ITHEBORRN N EBSHRIIARBRTH D LW S NT2729 2 Z Tk B OB
IZ =mo BNOIEERLTNS.

8-4 (FBAET) EIHL7=D) 2/ 9 AEBRINDBKIZAIL.
What happened? / Uh, somebody’s here.

e®mde coed? | g ¢l afFonms e BE 0.

mokadds  une?/ ah den amutt-ek ewilla

what.Q happen.psT.E Uh now guest-INDF ~ come.PpP

85 HOFWBTY=ZMNIZATZS>T,/ NRT Y=L THY 2NN ZATZ L.
That child hit Gayani!? / No, not Gayani, but Gayan.
a0 €®wr ®BBD ¢ ®Ned!?/ 0 HWBHO e5He®B VWwWILTO VY.
aro  lamoya gayani-to=do  gahuwe?/ n&: gayani-to nemeyi gayan-ta=yi gehuwe
that  child Gayani-DAT=Q hit.pPST.E ~ NEG Gayani-DAT NEG Gayan-DAT=FOC  hit.PST.E

8-6 MNWEREFNENHDHITLEESBLEHI D2,/ (BT HFWELE S K.
There is a red bag and a blue bag, which will you buy? / I’ll buy the blue one.
0n 0 NG S BewmDr, BE @00 e Oy Bewmds, 0@ & ¢ oxvesy? | BE
O OBIBHIN.
ratu pa:ito beg ek-ak=ut tiyenowa  nil pa:to beg ek-ak-ut tiyenawa
red color bag  SG-INDF=too be.NPST blue color bag  SG-INDF=too be.NPST
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mona  baeg eko=do ganne?
which  bag  sSG=Q buy.NPST.E

nil eko  gannowa

blue one  buy.NPST

8-7 NY=xEZTTN? / FY=13@Wnd Eom~Tonidizk., BlxiXdb LES & TRETY
ZDORBNED R Z 72N H Y =12 oW TR TV D B )
Where is Gayani? / Gayani went somewhere in the morning.
BB emewlc? / ®wd ceod 9cE emed w3 BBE .
gayani  kohe:=dos?/ gayani  udee i"dola  koheehari gihilla
Gayani where=Q Gayani morning from somewhere  go.pPP

8-8 (b1 HAMNZD 2/ (HOFHIT) BHDHEEINWZAT.
Who did he hit? / He hit his brother.
&80 €®wr ¢ med? / @b €®w dwed® OFED v1Yda.
aro lamoya Kka:to gehuwe? / aro lamaya eya-ge=mo malli-ta geehuwa
that  child who.DAT hit.psST.E  that  child 3SG-GEN=EMPH  brother-DAT hit.pST

&80 €®wr ¢ med? / @b ¢®w »OsTed @EED vrydo.
aro lamaya Kka:to gehuwe? / aro lamaya taman-ge=mos malli-ta geehuwa
that  child who.DAT hit.pST.E  that  child self-GEN=EMPH brother-DAT  hit.pST

8-9 (FEFET) LIHLem) 2/ 5AHY=0 (BHD) HailnizAirz, BlAXEFHEDOmZ 5 TF
HEDOPL X FEHL X 72 D % T OFEEE)
What happened? / Uh, Gayani hit his brother.
e®immde coed? / g ®wd dwed® ®EED vydo.
mokaddo  une?/ ah gayani eya-ge=mo malli-ta geehuwa
what.Q happen.psT.E Uh Gayani 3SG-GEN=EMPH  brother-DAT  hit.PST

e®imde coed? / g vwud nOed ®EED vdo.
mokadds  une?/ ah gayani taman-ge=mo malli-ta gehuwa
what.Q happen.psT.E Uh Gayani self-GEN=EMPH brother-DAT  hit.pST

810 HDOTr—FLoH L2/ (bbdbhiL) Hr=nEbool L.
What happened to the cake? / Gayani ate it.
&0 ol OO 0@ cosi? / I 0w 0.
aro  keik eko-to mokada une:?/ eka  gayani kee:wa
that  cake SG-DAT what.Q happen.psST.E it Gayani eat.pPST
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8-11 HBFEHBIENLH > TEIZDILZ DAL,
It’s this book that I bought from the store yesterday.
®® Sod meddsY 05T Ged 0® ewun.
mama irye kad-en aran a:we me:  pots
1sG yesterday  store-ABL  bring.PST.E this  book

812 HOMNIFEAER. ZOFRTEH 9 20 HHNTND.
That man is a teacher. He has been working in this school for 20 years now.
&0 om0 QGDdew . 0® guemded ¢»OPS agdig Suewn D& ®OE Bowmda.
aro kena: guruworoy-ek. mee iskoole danstomat  aurudu wiss-ak waeds korsla tiyenowa
that CLF teacher-INDF this school already year.PL twenty-INDF work do.PP  be.NPST

8-13 WDOBREAMITHD NI,
His father is that man.

Owoed mimo gduwo.

eya--ge taitta aroya:

3sG-GEN father that person

8-14 HDAPEDOIBR ST,
That man is his father.

80w Owred BBy mo.

aroya: eya:-ge ta:tta

that_person  3sG-GEN father

8-15 HIXHS>THoTWIDIFRHHADIROHDZ 72 L.
“Asatte” is the day after tomorrow.

“greten” Bwer Busiesy endd sdedd ¢Oes.

asatte  kiyala kiyanne heta-1o passe  dawoaso

Asatte  COMP say.NPST.E tomorrow-DAT  behind  day

8-16 (MMADT ARG CHELA BN T) Rida—e—72.
I’ll have coffee.

®0 emI8.

mata ko:pi

1SG.DAT  coffee

8-17 [(EXL7ZBAROBENETNTETC) ERENa—e—TIn? LoMWnic] a—t —3F
72.
I ordered coffee.
0 ¢ 08 9FEed? / ©®.
ka:to=do  ko:pi illuwe? / mama
who.DAT=Q coffee  order.PSTE  1SG
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8-18 ZDHT L < THEWAIT (B @,
That new and thick book is expensive.

@® aes 0 eI O’ OEE.

me: alut gano poto  ganan wadi-yi

this new heavy book price much-Am

8-19 (WHEANZBRTT) HoWHENE 2> TN D & !
Hey, we’re out of sugar!

88 906 @do.

si:ni iwara wela

sugar  finish.pp

8-20 FHHMENIERITTIEoTcled. HlZoTeold? boEHTEH Y= o772.
I was supposed to meet someone in the evening, who was it? Oh, | remember. It was Gayani.
»ORO 00 03 WOROTHAB BIed. / D¢? / &1 H8 ®wB.

hawasa-to ka:wohari hambuwenno=yi hitiye/ ka:wado?/ a: hari  gayani.
evening-DAT SOMeone.ACC  meet=FOC be.PsT.E who=Q Oh okay Gayani
Bs—&
1 first person
third person
ABL ablative
ACC accusative
AM assertion marker
CLF classifier

comMP  complementizer
DAT dative

E focus form
EMPH  emphasis

FOC focus marker
GEN genitive
INDF indefinite
INF infinitive

INS instrumental
LoC locative

NEG negative

NPST  nonpast

PL plural
PP past participle
PST past
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Q question marker
SG singular
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